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Call us today.See us today!®

1-855-ENTA-DOC

Our Services
» Advanced Sinus/Skull base

» Adult and Pediatric Allergy,

Asthma and Immunology

» Balloon Sinus Procedure
» Clinical Research -
» Ear and Dizziness |
» Adult Ear, Nose and Throat

» Facial Plastic Surgery ;

» Hearing Aids & Audiology

» Pediatric Ear, Nose and Throat
» Sleep Services

» Voice and Swallowing

170 physicians
practicing in over
40 offices

throughout NEeW YO rk
and New Jersey

www.entandallergy.com




Dear Friends and Family,

n 6 NI 6 Bn o!®harodiya Shubhechha !

| welcome all of you to GSPC Durga Puja -2015.
Established in 1981, Garden State Puja Committee
(GSPC) is one of the oldest socio -cultural
organizations in New Jersey. Since its inception, GSPC has been hugely successful in bringing

Bengalis of the Tri  -State area closer through major events like Durga Puja and Saraswati
Puja. Thanks to the endeavor, guidance and committee of its senior leaders. The organization

has seen some changes over the past few years and its current form has evolved significantly
that I am happy to publicize.

Over the last few years our organization has taken significant strides in giving back to the

society through philanthropic work both in the USA and India through i ts social arm o}
0KarmaéFew of the achievements of o0Karmadé arm over the |
special children at Srirampur Child Guidance Center (India), supporting

100 underprivileged students at Gadadhar Pathshala run by Ramakrishna Mission (India)

and the School Supply drive on Aug 15th 2015 in association with Jersey Cares (USA).

o)

The organization is committed to various social causes and has planned out some major

events in the near future, including a O0RBNbioNoveDlmenati ond
2015 and oCoat drive6é during these two days of Durga Puj
committee members, volunteers and not the least, their families for supporting these

initiatives despite such hectic schedules. We will need all of your support in making

oKar ma@GSPC6 go from strength to strength. I encourage a
committee members if you think you can contribute.

Lastly, | would like to say a BIG thanks to everyone for attending our Durga Puja - our

biggest fundraiser event for Karma@GSPC. Also, | greatly appreciate the trust of our sponsors

and we sincerely hope to keep up with our promises. Please stand with us, work with us and

help us with the revenues to hel p t hdeepges &pprécidtioretomyi n needd.
dearest committee members and their supportive families.
to their tireless and unflinching efforts. | also would like to thank our seniors for their

continued guidance and mentorship.

Once again, on behalf of the = GSPC family , a very warm welcome to everyone! Enjoy these two
days to the fullestpuijowmdoenvdgboment ! Woul d greatly appr
kindly leave us some feedback as well.

Let's walk together in this journey and cont ribute for children who need all of us.

Warm regards,

Indrani Mukherjee | President (GSPC) | 24" Oct 2015
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F = The blood you donate
b / ) - can give someone
| L .;\ .. another chance at life.
o Life Skared. Life Saved.

B -omem |
A karma@G SPC initiative
Bengali Soclo-Cultural Organization of New Jersey "‘;\ Ziving back to @ ur future
Blood Drive on Saturday Aug 29th 2015
@ St John the Baptist Church, JSQ
T cOMMUNITY

and © tost with every blood donation
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Support karma@GSPC

giving back to @ ur future

karma@GSP(
giving back to our fur




About GSPC

Garden State Puja Committee (GSP@® a
G SP C registered, noffor-profit community

organization (501c (3)), ESTD 1981. Some
Culture leads us to Karma enthusiastic and energetic Bengalies formed this

organization and to mention some of those are: Mr.
Amitabha Sen, Mr. Asit Roy, Mr. Biren Bhattacharya, Mr. Prabhat Dutta, Mr. Tapas Ganguly, Mr.
Pijush Chakrobarty, Mr. Biresh Biswas, Mr. Sandip Saha, Mr. Sapan Roychowdhury, Mr. Barin
Bandopadhyay, Dr. Suman Das, Mr. Mono Ranjan Sen, Mr. Kamal Aditya and Mr. Ashok

Rakshit. We are one of the earliest Americdndian socio cultural organization initiated in NJ and
our efforts have been preserving the heritage culture of India.

Ourlongt er m mi ssion has al ways beenKarmadl,pitnhge tchhea rc
work that has enabled us touching the lives of children substantially. Our goal is to support the
organizations that have dedicated themselvesvards making meaningful differences for children

who are in need. We are determined to partner with such organizations that are struggling
financially and support them within our means. We have been contributing to some Indian
organizations like Ramkrishna Mission, Shrirampur Child Guidance Center, etc. We are
supporting few of their special children and have taken up the responsibility to support those children

until they become independent and move ahead with their lives.

We are also committed to suppcsome special programs that will provide food and shelter to
orphaned or abandoned children. Our book drive efforts have enabled us support the education of
several enthusiastic kids and we are very determined to continue such effort as a team. Orgagizin
blood donation camps to help children with thalassemia and many other blogldted disorders are
something that we are currently working on. We also aspire to reach out to different organizations
worldwide and spread our love and resources among theeupdvileged children. To achieve our
goals, we appreciate your effort and cooperation through your generous contributions to GSPC in our
fundraising endeavors.

GSPC believes i Cul t ur e | e ad®ur auburaltteam iK wall mnanéd in various art
forms like dancing, singing, dramatics, recitation, scripting and art. The experienced and trained
members dedicate their time and creativity to preserve the heritage and culture of India & Bengal. We
inculcate the cultural in grooming the youngster .Ourpassionate volunteers and kids develop
cultural shows on various forms of performing arts of India. Our productions are performed for fund
raising events during Saraswati Puja, Rabindra Jayanti, Poila Baishakh and at other
establishments peer organizatios in the community for edutainment.



GSPC Scholarship forShrirampur Child Guidance Center (SCGC)

Shrirampur Child Guidance Center was founded in 1986 with 4 students at the suburban town of Serampore in
Hooghy District in West Bengal, India. The Schhak faced financial hurdles from the beginning but thanks to a
team toextremelydedicated teachers, the School has grown over the years and now houses almost 145 Special
Needs children.

Garden State Puja Committe (GSPC) has been extremely generous oottaion of $850. This appreciable
amount will go a long way in covering many of the costs incurred by the School. Firstly, GSPC will be
sponsoring 10 students who come famiigsiggling with the financial burden of meeting their child's special
learring needs. The GSPC Fund helps with special therapies, equipment, testing and specialized materials.
portion of the fund will also be used in purchastagiipmentparticularly gearetbwards speciateeds.

Some Children Of Shrirampur Child Guidance Cesit

Rupam Das Ritika Prasad Himangshu Ritwik
10 years 10 years old Malik 10 years Karmakar 14
old; loves and hearing old hearing years old is
to socialize impaired; impaired boy. ‘w2 hearing
and sports. He is hearin| loves drawing in landscag He spends most of the tim( impaired and loves
impaired. making differentypes of coloring. Nature is his
structures with plastic bloc| favorite subject.
(ships, horses and other
animals).
Piali Bogi ~ Monoj Kabita Bishakha
13 year old u Choudhury 15 Munshi 12 Dutta 11
hearing = " yearsold years old and years old
il impaired s hearing is mentally . and is
girl; loves to cook and impaired,; disabled; Her favorite mentally disat#d girl;
help her mther with loves to express himself | hobby is dancing. She loves dancing and
cooking. through mime and acting. rhythm and is very
expressive with her big
eyes.
Amartya Sayan Das
Dutta 13 is 4 year old
mentally boy who
disabled ~ lovesto
boy and \ draw and
loves funny poems and | paint figures.
rhymes. ESTD 1986




GSPC Scholarship for Galadhar Pathshala

Dear All,

| thank you a lot for the email seeking my write -up on the Garden State Puja
Committee as such. | know that you hold this Puja with utmost devotion and care.
The Puja of the Mother Durga has to be done according to the scripture injunctions

and also the performers must have right earnestness and devotion. | know you, the
members, are conscious of that. It is not just all mirth and merry makings.

Of course, | appreciate you move towards helping those like us who are helping
others. This time you helped us in running the Gadhadhar Pathshala (Class KG 0 1V)
at the Institute. We give them breakfast, dress , educational kits etc free of co st. They
mostly come from these slums in our locality. | feel you will have the benefit of

charity done by us through your help.

I congratulate all the members to GSPC at your place for holding the Durga
Puja this year also and also help us as usual by sending your mite for the children. |
am sending a  painting by a student here for your magazine

| wish you a happy Puja.
Love

Yours affectionately
Swami Suparnananda  (Satya Da)

Secretary, Ramakrishna Missi on Institute of Culture, Kolkata, India

~: Lord of my life :~
( An effort by Sayantan Dutta)

O Ramakrishna, the lord of my life.
O Ramakrishna, the thrum by the hive.

Thou my soul, with a glimpse of your smile,
| bourne the pain of this bodily exile.

With deep gratitude from this humble heart,
Thyself | beg to salvage my clart.

With folded hands in deep solitude and silence,
| beg, i beseech, a grain of thou essence.

O poorest of the poor, O king of the kings,
Epitome of cognizance, still so placid thy wings.

| close my eyes still blaze theish,
My spirit takes courage from divine thine.

Face to face here i stand.
Whisper to me and behold my hand.

O Ramakrishna, the thrum by the hive.
O Ramakrishna, the lord of my life.




Jasnoor, 18 years old, was Diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic
Leukemia, a form of blood cancer at the age of 13 and was able to
go in to remission in 2012.
In December of 2014, the disease came back and he is again
fighting for his life. Living with Leukemia has heavily affected his |
life in terms of education, interest in sports and just overall life-
style. None of his family members are a match. His best chance of
finding a match is from someone from the South Asia. He is in a
dire need of a match especially since this is his second time
undergoing chemotherapy. and for many such children around .

Garden State Puja Committee
(GSPC)

Blood/ Bone Marrow Drive
For Children Need.

Saturday, November 21, 2015
10:00 am to 3:00 pm
St John the Baptist Church
3026 Kennedy Blvd. Jersey City

For more information or to schedule an appointment,
please call ( 201) 653-8814 or use the following link:
https://donor.cbsblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/39513

Walk-ins are welcome!!
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Donor Guidelines:

_ Weigh at least 110 Ibs, ey geso
- Eat before donation NITY
- Bring ID BE (; THE MATCH € BLOODUSERVICES
Life Sared, Life Saved,
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Parthapratim Deb: An actor and musician, Parthapratim Deb teasedi 560dd plays

, with school children under the TheatreEducation program in the last decade. He has
acted in al most all of Nandi kards recent
them. He has received scholarships and fellowships fromepariiment of Culture,

%% Government of India, during 1992 and 200-09.
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FIRST HUMAN DEAD BODY DISSECTION IN THE HISTORY OF
MEDICAL EDUCATION IN INDIA
AND
PUNDIT MADHUSUDHAN GOOPTA
(1806i 1856)

By Dr Sankar Kumar Nath , Oncologist,India

* Recipientof Rabindra Puroskann Science(from GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL IN 2014).
* Recipient otife time AchievemenAward (WB Government, India),

On January 28, 1835, the then Gover@eneral William EBntinck passed government ordg(G.O. No.
28, dt.28.1.1835) declaring the establishment of the first medical college in-ndiEDICAL COLLEGE
BENGAL and a bunch of rules and regulations (35 in number ) was made in black and white although in this
bunch there was no definite name of this medical college; it was only denoted as new medical college.(1)

But almost from the beginning, the college was called as MEDICAL COLLEGE BENGAL, CALCUTTA
MEDICAL COLLEGE, MEDICAL COLLEGE OF BENGAL, MEDICALCOLLEGE OF CALCUTTA etc. But
the first Principal of the college officially called it as Calcutta Medical College in his report, from the
beginning.(2)

Three previous medical schools, viz., the Medical Class in Sanskrit College (Estd: 1828dibal Klass
in Calcutta Madrassa (Estd: 1827) and the Native Medical Institution (Estd: 1822) were abolished according to a
recommendation of a committee on 20 October 1834. This committee was formed by the then Governor General
Lord William Bentinck on @tober, 1833 and was consisting of 6 members viz. Dr. John Grant, J.C.C.
Sutherland, C.E. Trevelyan, Thomas Spence, Dr. M.J. Bramley and Ram Comul Sen, the only Indian member.(3)

So the medical education in its true sense, started in India witeraifsic approach, the medium of study was
of course in English language and the curriculum was fashioned at par with the European medical institutions.
Medical College Bengal became affiliated with the London University.

Thus Medical College Bengalas founded at Calcutta but due to want of adequate buildings initially the
classes were started on June 1, 1835 at the house of Ram Comul Sen, situated north to Goldighi at College
Square.

And then the College was shifted to the present siteG88ege Street ) on 17 March, 183&ngal Hurkaru
wrote on 18 March, 1836 as below:

iThe opening of the new native Medical Col |
yesterday, was very fully attended. Ang the distinguished
visitors were the Governageneral, the Commandar-chief,
the Members of Council, the Law Commissioners, the heads
ofseveralot he departments and sever al natives of

At the onset, the College began with 3 European Professors Dr. M. J. Bramley, Dr. H. H. Goodeve, Dr.
W. B. O6Shaughnessy and adhusadanGoaopta, Nalpakrighea Gobptan and RamP u n d
Issur Awasthi, the last three persons became demonstrators in Medical College. They had learned Ayurvedic
medicine along with western medicine at Medical Class in Sanskrit College previously. Sipternckthe
Medical College, Dr. Bramley had been the Superintendent. On August 5, 1835, the post of superintendent was



abolished and the post of Principal was created. Dr. Bramley became the first Principal of Medical College
Bengal. In fact he was thigst Principal of any medical college in India. After the death of Dr Bramley in 1837

the post of principal was abolished and the great philanthropist David Hare, the Secretary of the College, held the
highest post of the Medical College.(5),(6)

Thenumber of foundation pupils was fifty. Although the medical classes were started from 1 June, 1835, the
dissection of human dead body, the most essential part of the medical education, could not be started until January
10, 1836.

January 10, 1836 s red letter day in the history of medical education in India when Madhusudan Goopta, the
teacher of the Medical College Bengal, rose to the occasion keeping aside all the prejudices and threatening from
the Samajpatiof the society, and dissected humaad body for the first time in the history of modern India for
the cause of medical education. This event is indeed a most important part of the Indian renaissance. Thus, by this
act, it made the way to link between the Eastern and Western nations amtéyet of same medical science.(7)

A vivid description of the first day dissection was given later on by another great philanthropist Drinkwater
Bethune, the then President of Council of Education, in a lecture at Medical College Bengalioa, 1849
after inaugurating an epainting of Pundit Madhusudan Goopta painted by renowned painter Madam Belnos.
We can well imagine that Pundit Madhusudan Goopta was present at the function. Mr. Bethune said:

AThd day & January, 1836, the date which | have affixed to the
picture, a day for ever memorable in the annals of Bengal, was the
great day, on which Madasuden Gupta rose up superioe to t
prejudices of his earliezducation, and boldly flung open the
gates of medical science to his countrymen.
| have had the scene descdlie me. It had needed some
time, some exercise of the persuasive art, before Madasuden
could bend up his mind to the attempt; but, having once taken
his resolution, he never flinched or swerved from it. At the
appointed hour, scalpel in hand, he followed Dr. Goodeve into
the godown where the body lay ready. The other studentsydeepl
interested in what was going forward, but strangely agitated with
mingled feelings of curiosity and alarm, crowded after them, but
durst not enter # building where this fearful deed was to be
perpetrated; they clustered round the door; they peeped through
the jilmils; resolved at least to have ocular proof of its
accomplishment. And when Madasudenodés knif e,
strong and steady hand, made a long and deep incision in the breast,
the lookerson drew a long gasping brealike men relieved from
the weight of some intolerable suspense. 0( 8

Another remarkable day is October 28, 1836. On this day, amongst the students, the first human dead body
dissection in India was performed by Rajkrishna Dey, a foundation pupil of Medical College Bengal.(9)

In a lecture at Calcutta Medical Collegeli®68, Dr. Charles Francis, Professor of Medicine, said:

i My vy o u nd There is eporttast in this theatre which

tells a revolution in your country; not one of those
revolutionary periods which are too often marked by bloodshed
and disorder, but of an epoch pregnant with momentous
blessings to India. It is an etibld tale,but a tale which cannot

be told too often, how your ancestor Baboo Modoosoodun



Goopta, the pioneer of these blessings, in the courageous act
by whichhe defied his countryés scorn, establ i s
basis of sound medical education, which it is now your great
privilege to enjoy. o0 (10)
After the first human dead body dissentat Calcutta Medical College, the reaction was manifolds in the
society but above all the science triumphed over prejudices. And that can be realized from the fact that in the next
eight years total number of dead body dissected went up te-2ibthe 1837 the number of dead body dissected

was 60; in 1838 it was 120; in 1839 it was 120; in 18404; in 1841 521; in 1842 304; in 1843 344; and
in 1844 it was 508.(11)

Another achievement on the part of Pundit Madhusudan Goopta was tmatititengage muslim students of
the Medical College in the dissection and thus a revieweomdon Journal of Medicin€l851) wrote:

iSuch was the state of professional dar K
Hindoos, until the institution of the Medical College in

Calcutta in 1835 ; and, among the triumphs which are

gradually being gainedver prejudices, one of the most

important has been the engaging the Mahomedan

Hindustani students in the dissection of the human body.

For this, the enlightened Hindoo practitioner will have to

remember with gratitude the energy of Dr. Goodeve, and

Pundit Moodoosudun Gapoo . 06 (1 2)

A popular hearsay prevails in respect to the first day of human dead body dissection that, to make this day
memorable, a gun was fired from the Fort William. Calcutta historian Raja Binaya Krishna Deb (1905) wrote :

Alt is said that a gun was fired from t
Fort William in honour of the performance of the

dissection of the human bodieg the Hindu student,

Babu Madhu Sudan Guptaé. o (13)

But this is not correct because whole event of the first day dissection was kept secret for fear of the
Samajpatisand in this perspective story gfin fire does not suit at all. That is why there was no news of the first
day dissection in any of the newspaper or journal at that time, rather the news of this event came to light much
later.

First final examination was held on and from Octoberl®38 and continued for 7 days. Eleven students
were allowed to sit for but only four passed. They were Umacharan Sett, Rajkrishna Dey, Dwarkanath Goopta,
and Nabinchandra Mitra. In January 1839, one more student passed in a similar examinatioBhy#&teas
Charan Dutta. They were the first Medical Graduates from any medical college in India. These five passed
students were given diploma G.M.C.B.( Graduate of the Medical College of Bengal ) which was equivalent to
M.B. of London University.(14)

It is worth mentioning that teacher Madhusudan Goopta became a pupil of Medical College Bengal and sat
for the final examination of Medical College on 26 November 1840 and got G.M.C.B.(15)

Madhusudan Goopta was an outstanding teacher of Medicalgédllengal. He was also the Superintendent
of both Military Class and Bengali Class of the Medical College. He has written books like London
PharmacopoeigariraVidya tr ansl|l ated Shusrut a, Hooper 6s Anat omi
researclworker in the field of medical science and an outstanding physician in his times.



Madhusudan Goopta died of diabetic gangrene on November 15, 1856. His contribution in the progress of the
medical education in India will be remembered for evelE LED THE WAY TO TRUTH AND
KNOWLEDGE. THUS GREAT HONOUR IS DUE TO MADHUSUDAN GOOPTA.

Our earnest appeal to the concerning authority to declare the 10 JanNatioaal Medical Education Day
in India to mark the first day of human dead body dissedtiomodern India.
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Polio: R.I.P.?

Dr. Ananda S. Bandyopadhyay

5SIGK 2F | RAASIFAaAS® { 2dzyRa eradigali@ENSRE AN NG A
, is the permanent, worldwide reduction of disease transmission caused by a particular
s pathogen to ZERO, so that no one would suffer from that ailment, ever again. Of the myriad
‘ of pathogens that can cause human disease, only one, Smallpox, has beeatechdd far.
That is why we no longer see the dreaded disease that was prevalent in the world until late
1970s and we no longer need to routinely vaccinate against Smallpox anymore.

Poliomyelitis, a disease that primarily affects young children and saparalysis that is typically permanent,

and in severe cases can result in death, is now all set to be the second human disease to be eradicated. In 1988,
Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) was formed with the aim to eradicate the disease Wetdérship of

four spearheading partners Rotary International, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), World
Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF. Until this time, n&@@@ children used to getrippled with this
diseasegvery day A staggering and depressing number, particularly knowing the diseageei@ntable with

the vaccines that were availabtginactivated poliovirus vaccine (IPV) or oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV), both first
licensed more than fifty years ago in the United Stat®@ser the past three decades, GPEI has evolved to
become the largest public private partnership with more than 50 donor organizations, 20 million volunteers,
several national governments and major philanthropic organizations such as the Bill & Melinda Gat
Foundation joining forces to achieve the common goal of wiping out this crippling disease from the world.



GPEI and its partners, with the help from countless lbealth workers and vaccinatorhave made it possible

to take the vaccine to householdstime remotest corners of the world, from the riverine northern Bihar of India

to the rural and hardo-access Borno in Nigeri@ anywhere there could be a vulnerable children, the
eradication program has made a valiant attempt to reach them with the vac€uarrentlyonly two countries

Pakistan and Afghanistan, continues to havegoing wild polio circulation resulting in children getting infected

with the virus, and also making other pcehee regions still at risk of getting 4#iafected through popudtion
movement. Civil unrest and insurgency leading to inaccessibility, among other challenges, have been the key
bottlenecks in these remaining pockets of polio transmission.

In a way, poliovirus is noble. At least more principled than the human raa#etits one and all, and does not
discriminate based on caste, creed, race and religion. We do. We sitill fight with each other based on those lines.
Probably the time has come when we, the global community, put up a muifeed fight against the virus. T

could help us have that final edge over the virus for a decisive win in this epic battle for disease eradication. The
resulting impact of ngolio-paralysisever-after will surely be averlasting giftfor generations to come.

[If you would like to geihvolved in the initiative, or learn more, you can look up the followingnesburces:

- http://www.polioeradication.org/
- http://www.endpolio.org/
- http://www.impatientoptimists.org/Topics/Poli

Author: Dr.Ananda S Bandyopadhyay considers himself adolutier in the battle to eradicate diseases. Ananda

grew up in Kolkata and graduated from CalcuMational Medical College & Hospital

(2005) with a gold medal and several honors certificates. He received his Master of
Public Health (MPH) degree in Global Health from Harvard School of Public Health
(2010). In between (2006H N N p0v I  KS & 2 NdlicSeradicat®riNihitativehig a

India as a Surveillance Medical Officer. He worked as an infectious disease
epidemiologist at Rhode Island State Department of Health, US, for two years, before joining the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation in June, 2012 aSenior Program Officer, where he supports global polio vaccine research
across multiple countries and geographies, including South Asia, Latin America, Africa and Europe. His research is
focused on generating data regarding the best use of polio vaccmesake the vaccines affordable and
accessible to vulnerable and underserved populations. Ananda is a guest lecturer for advanced degree programs
in public health and infectious diseases in several globally renowned teaching venues including the Harvard
University. Ananda is also an amateur photographer and his ptiotmmentation of realvorld vaccination
initiatives have won him several awards and accolades.

Contact Information:
e anandaonline@post.harv___ard.edu

Twitter : @anandaonline


http://www.polioeradication.org/
http://www.endpolio.org/
http://www.impatientoptimists.org/Topics/Polio
mailto:anandaonline@post.harvard.edu
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Save Tree by Archismita Mukherjee (5 years)

Dhaker upar p or | Eso Pujartariondé mete uthi
Nirnay Bhattacharya (7 yrs)

Mission Moon by Eshaan Debnath , Grade 4

L)

Shakti Rupena by Shruti Bhattacharya Grade 6
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The Polar Bears of Alaskan Actic
Nirmalya Chakraborty

© NIRMALYA CHAKRABORTY

2nd September As | sat locked in my very small warm cabin starting to write this small note, a strong gust of
wind and a blast of snow constantly bombarded my glass window. This is definitely a clear signal that an early
cold winter was fast approaching this year at the Northern Slope of Alaska in Deadhorse on the Arctic coast.

The weather has been very hostile and harsh since we landed in Fairbanks. Still, we risked and drove the entire
James Dalton Highway, a distances6b6km in moments of torrential rain, frigid ice and bad unstable slush road
surface.

We reached the Yukon river and noted some close
movements of Grizzly Bears around Wiseman. A huge
bear had looted a café shop and broke their coffee
machine inside. Dir sightings though were not
possible but damage were noted and documented. We
started off and crossed the alpine cover and climbed up
the treacherous Atigun Pass. It's an Avalanche Zone!
Tires here slips and heavy trucks are chained up the
gradient. We pssed through the Brooks Range and a
quick red fox sighting by the creek. We saw a group of
Muskox and migratory geese flying back to warmer
winter homes as we reached the Arctic shore
Deadhorse. The day we reached, stormy weather gripped us hard. @thismveisturbance was due to a cold

front that has hit the entire northern Alaska. We became stranded for the next three days.

We were locked in a little rest house fighting against all odds to reach the island and seek key data from the secret
lives ofthe polar bears of the Beaufort Sea. Our Polar Bear expedition was designed to track the bears during the
very small window of relatively 'good' weather. The aim was to identify key parameters that impact the life of
wildlife in the Arctic. The key contribt i ons were from the accounts of the
harmoniously with the bears. This key data would reveal how the bears have adapted to global warming, olil
explorations, and other regional aspects and any major changes in theie attiducthovements.

It was noted that polar bears are already near a village named Kaktovik gorging themselves on a whale carcass
that was hunted by the Eskimos of the island village. | was well prepared to document and film them in this
hostile weather. Shddue to gusts of winds of around 53kph and snow shadow constantly of around 3inches,



things ahead look very bleak at one of time. Our charter flights had been cancelled due to the flood runway and
our expeditions were on an uncertain future.

When the wind speed reduced below 35kph, we could at least find an able @itetg who flew his small-6

seater planes in stormy conditions and landed on the loaded runway with ease. Next few days we spent tracking
the bears on the islands located in deep BeaStmat We monitored the lives of bear families, nomadic males

and sukadults cubs. There were impacts noted in the life of the bears which were filmed and photographed.

The Geographical Impacts of Beaufort Sea

The Beaufort Sea, unlike most marginal seagbénPolar Basin, has a narrow continental shelf with a steep shelf
break that plummets to some of the deepest waters of the Arctic Ocean. Pacific waters enter the Arctic Ocean via
the Bering Strait and the remnant of the Alaska Coastal Current flowsaedstiong the shelf. Neahore waters

carry substantial freshwater inputs, including terrestrial carbon and nitrogen, from the Mackenzie River and
numerous smaller river systems. Offshore, the@mdionic Beaufort Gyre and the Transpolar Drift Stream

govern sea ice motion baswide.

During spring, primary production in the SBS (South Beaufort Sea) is dominated by ice algaediosdi

current reversals and storm events pump nutriehtbasin waters onto the continental shelf, supporting
productionthroughout the year and seeding the algal bloom the following year . Climate warming is increasing
primary productivity and altering its composition. Open water at the interface efdsnide and pack ice is an
additional source of primary productiomcathese areas are important for numerous Arctic species .
Zooplankton are thought to underutilize primary production in Arctic ecosystems, thereby favoring a rich
benthos.

Arctic cod (Boreogadus saida) are the most abundant fish in pelagic waters. &iddszhrded seals are

resident yearound, while beluga (Delphinapterus leucas) and bowhead whales migrate into the SBS (South
Beaufort Sea) during summer. Polar bears are an apex predator of this food web, which may be sensitive to
perturbation due tostsimple structure and strong intgrecific dependencies.

The Arctic Expedition Team:
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The Introduction of our Key Species:

The Polar Bear (Ursus maritimus) is universally recognized as a symbol of the Arctic. Surviving under hostile
conditions ontie edge of the Earth, these bears are vulnerable to a slow extinction. Global conservation efforts
are now a key towards slowly reversing the trends in their population. Beaufort Seapsildtion of the Polar

Bears are the most affected by the recenbgbsa in climate and their habitat.

Beaufort Sea Polar Bear Behavior

Polar bears prefer sea ice concentrations exceeding 50% in the shallow, productive waters over the continental
shelf, where ice provides a platform from which polar bears can efficiamtiymarine mammals. Their primary

prey are ringed (Pusa hispida) and bearded (Erignathus barbatus) seals, although diet varies regionally with prey
availability. Where sea ice melts completely in summer and it forces all bears ashore unfibioesra autumn,

reduced access to prey during prolongeefiiee periods is negatively affecting the status of some populations.
Investigations have linked declines in summer sea ice to reduced physical condition, growth, and survival of the
polar bears (Ursus anitimus).

Polar bears are tied to the sea ice for nearly all of their life cycle functions. Most important of these is foraging,

or access to food. Polar bears are not aquatic, however, and their only access to the seals is from the surface of
the sea ie. Over the past 25 years, the summer sea ice melt period has lengthened, and summer sea ice cover has
declined by over half a million square miles. In winter, although sea ice extent has not changed as greatly, there
have been dramatic reductions in theoaint of old ice, predominantly in the western Arctic. This loss of stable

old ice has set up additional losses of sea ice cover each summer because the thinner younger ice is more easily
melted during the recent warmer summers. Because of their depengendie sea ice for food, these changes

can directly affect the carrying capacity of the Arctic for polar bears.

Expected Future Trends

Reduced spatial and temporal availability of sea ice is expected to increasingly force population dynamics of polar
bears as the climate continues to warm. Global temperatures will rise as atmospheric greenhouse gas
concentrations increase, and the Arctic has warmed at twice the global rate, in part due to positive feedback
mechanisms referred to as Arctic Amplification

Polar amplification refers to the observation that any change in the net radiation balance (for example
greenhouse intensification) then tends to produce a larger change in temperature near the poles than the
planetary average. Feedbacks associatedseilice and snow cover are widely cited as the main cause of
recent terrestrial polar amplification. A study in 2014, concluded that Arctic amplification significantly
decreased coldeason temperature variability over the Northern Hemisphere in recauiede

Bears have found alternate food sources, such as scavenging bowhead whale carcasses left onshore after hunts by
Alaskan aboriginals. Alaskan aboriginals butcher those whales on the beach and leave the scraps, Sometimes it's
literally tons of scrapDeclining sea ice doesn't help the bears' traditional prey much either. Poor ice and snow
conditions leave ringed seal pups more vulnerable, and bears may be capitalizing on that, but that strategy for the
bears will disappear as sea ice deteriorateéhdurUIltimately, if there's no sea ice at all, all of those opportunities

go away.

Scientists have predicted global polar bear numbers to decline by abatirtbedoy 2050. Of the 80 cubs
observed in Alaska from 2004 to 2007, only two are known to baméved.

Four of the world's 19 bear populations are considered to be declining. Of 19 subpopstati@usby the
IUCN, four are listed as being in decline, five are stable, one isasitrg. The remainder do not have enough
data to make a determination. There are between 20,000 and 25,000 polar bears in the world, mostly in Canada.


http://pbsg.npolar.no/en/status/status-table.html
http://pbsg.npolar.no/en/status/status-table.html
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Founded by Deep Sankar Saha in the year 2014, Rotaract Club of Altruism started off as 4
non-profit organization comprising of 25 members. Today, the club has extended its huma
resaurces to a total of 50 persons (including prospective members), with a common resolvejjto
rescue the nationds wunderprivileged in iffs
undertaking projects that benefit various other members of our sodleyglub aims at

providing the people with a reason to smile. The acts of altruism include community servicg|as
well. The club currently has members ranging from age 18 to age 23.

S
ey HE FREN

The highlights from the time of reception of the charter include the Chandreggar health camp where
646+ people were treated for free with a team of 14 doctors , with 9 rotaractors making this event a success
Project Roshni where the club members spent a Diwali evening at an orphanage, Project Rang Holi, which \gas
organized at th same orphanage as Project Roshni and Little Patraotiawing and sports competition
organized for the underprivileged children, giving them a reason to enjoy Republic Day. Among the more regent
projects, project Aashar Aalo was undertaken, whereltheilluminated the dark of the workshops of poor
artisans, halving their electricity costs by iffln g
interest is the Virtual Blood bankan online database containing the details of dotioes, blood type and when
they last donated, in order to help hospitals get easier access to required blood types.

The theme for the year is "Ignite the fire within" and our aim is to ensure we do justice to the theme gjpd
empower people and make a diéface.

‘N


https://www.facebook.com/Prabeen-Sathi-466688566824838
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Time spent with Nehal - (Eshaan Debnath, Grade 4)

Last year | had a friend named Nehal. He was a very nice boy. We spent lots of enjoyable moments together
loved playing soccer. He was in grade four and | was a third grader.

One day, when | was coming back frathool walking accross the field, | saw a new strange boy walking besig
holing a soccer ball in his hands. | was looking at his colourful ball. Suddenly he dropped it. | kicked the ball
him. He kicked it back... and again and again we kickezhtt other and laughed... Thus started our friendship.

Later, | introdued myself and same as he. | became glad to know that he lived in our apartment. Next day
school and saw him in recess. He had the same school as me! We planned to play satadternoon.

That afternoon, | went to his apartment bl ock. We
us kicked the ball strongly to the 6édGoal sb6. Butbask
me whether | was OK. Just then | shouted ABOOOO af

Another day, we were playing soccer in the park and the ball got stuck in a bush. | got the ball and threw to N
that moment suddenlg wasp stung me. Throbbing pain shot up my arms. | was crying. Nehal ran to me and t
gently to his apartment and his mom helped me. Then, | came back home. Day by day | got better and tf
,eventually, healed. Nehal was a very caring boy.

Evey evening we met in the park and played soccer,
park, the other missed the another so much that h
more new friends in thegpk too. Thus our group became bigger.

But soon, he had to go back to his country, Bangladesh. | was very sad. He became my best friend forever.
went away, | missed him very much and thought may be one day we will meet again and play sotierWwken we
will grow up.6 N e hstillrefnains in my heartasniyBest .Fri end?®6




SandipanMukherjee, a teacher by profession ahds won awards and recognition from numerous
prestigious organizations in India and abroad, including Better Photograpsgn,Bpujarat Lalit Kala
Academy, Asian Development Bank, People and Planet (Australia), TNT Magazine (UK), SPIE (USA)
and the Sony World Photography Awards. Recently Sandiganthe prestigious Wanderlust Travel
Photo of the Year Contest organized by Wanderlust Magazine, U.K., and was awarded a Photo Trip

for two to Jordan, sponsored by the Jordan Tourism Board. He has to his credit several group exhibitions
in India and abroad, and also two solo exhibitions at ICCR and Sophocles Gallery, Kolkata.

The Story Behind: TASLIMA by SandipanMukherjee

Nubra Valley is a high altitude cold desert nestled between the Himalayan and Karakoram ranges and its remotest
settlement on the Indian side is Turuk small hamlet inhabited by Balti Muslims. Its positan the ancient

Caravan Trade Route from Leh to Yarkand made it prosper once, but since the route was closed during the India
Pakistan partition, people struggled to survive in this craggy, hostile terrain.

While in Buddhist Ladakh women have always egpby status equal with men, in the orthodox Muslim Balti
community women have had little control over the household or even herself. Recently Turtuk has become a
popular tourist destination in Nubra. This exposure and renewed contact with the outsideawetddought

about significant changes on the secigtural front. Taslima is one of those girls who, today constitute the
majority of students in the local high school.

It was in 2012 when | first visited Turtuk and had immediately fallen in love Wwihandscape and the people.
Taslima was a shy little girl then... she never left her doorstep while | was taking photos of her friends who had

gat hered around me at the village square. I beckone
tight-lipped smile from a distance. | realized the reason behind her embarrassment as | moved closer and she
finally broke into a toothless grin. I promised her

reaction to my words was oglot in this photo.
Besides winning several international awards, this photo was used in the tickets, banners arfllyers of the
Sony World Photography Awards 2013.



The Story Behind: CAREFUL BROTHER by Sandipan Mukherjee

One may still seek out vestg of the Kolkata of yore in the labyrinthine streets of Bagbazar, a neighborhood
in the north of the city.

It was the last day of September. Durga Puja, the greatest festival in Kolkata, was a few days away. | had
started out for Kumortuli, the colony @itters, where artisans would be busy putting the final touches to
clay idols of the goddess, before they headed out fgpahdals(makeshift temples and shrines erected as

part of the festivities). | boarded a tram at Sealdah, got off at Shyambazaneamdiered through the
obscure byways.

It was as | sat in a small tsaop, in a quaint little alley, that | noticed this scene. A Muslim gentleman was
sitting on his porch, chewingaan(areca nut wrapped in limepated betel leaves) and haggling with an
itinerantkaansaafwallah (earcleaner) who was armed with his strange array of tools.

| sensed the opportunity for a good photo but the gentleman appeared a little grumpy so | didn't close in until
the business started. | knew that once the sharp instruln was i nsi de his ear he wou
being photographed, even if he wanted to.

As it turned out, | had nothing to worry about. When | showed him the photo on my camera he was so
pleased that he insisted | havpaanas a reward.

Other ewards were to follow, todviost notable among them was the Wanderlust Travel Photo of the
Year 2013 from Wanderlust Travel Magazine, UK. The prize was a fully sponsored-&ay photo trip to
Jordan for my wife and myself, which we completed in AugusSeptenber, 2014.
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